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Nicaragua: U.N.o. Coalition Party Leaders Demand
Restructuring Of Army &amp; Police
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In an open letter to President Violeta Chamorro, representatives from 10 of the 14 political parties
which comprise the National Opposition Union (UNO) demanded that the armed forces and police
be restructured. The party leaders insisted on replacing Sandinista Popular Army (EPS) chief Gen.
Humberto Ortega and National Police chief Rene Vivas. In addition, they called for appointment
of a new civilian Defense Minister. On April 29, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo and Interior
Minister Alfredo Mendieta told reporters that there were no plans to replace either Ortega or Vivas.
Mendieta observed that Vivas has consistently worked to implement the government's objectives
of establishing modern and neutral police structures and procedures, and achieving national
reconciliation. (Basic data from Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
04/26/92; Spanish news service EFE, 04/29/92)
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